MINOR PROPHETS: JOEL #11 (9-28-14)  


              MINOR PROPHETS, pg. 14 
Read:  Rev. 11:3-13

Joel 2:12-13 and Deut. 4:30-31  mean that God will withdraw the unbearable divine discipline from a person or nation if they humble themselves and turn to Him with all their hearts. 

When we return to the Lord, He relents from sending calamity.

Joel 2:12-13, Deut. 4:30-31,  - means that God will withdraw the unbearable divine discipline from the person or nation if they humble themselves and turn to Him with all their heart. 

When we return to the Lord, He relents from sending calamity.

Joel 2:12-13   'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.'  13) Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 

Deuteronomy 4:29-31   But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul.  30) When you are in distress and all these things have happened to you, then in later days you will return to the LORD your God and obey him.  31) For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your forefathers, which he confirmed to them by oath.

Jeremiah 18:7-8   At one moment I might speak concerning a nation if that nation against which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it.

Jonah 3:9    Who knows, God may turn and relent and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not perish.

Joel 2:14    Who knows whether He will not turn and relent and leave a blessing behind Him even a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God?

The words, “Who knows” is a recognition of God’s sovereignty. Even if sinful Israel repented, she could not presume on God’s mercy as if it were something under their control which He had to grant automatically.

When the prophet Jonah told the people of Nineveh that God was going to destroy them, the people and the king believed him and they repented and put on sack cloth and fasted with the following hope.
Dan. 4:35    “All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’
In Hebrews 6:1 the writer said, “and we will press on to maturity”. 
In Hebrews 6:3, he said, “and this we will do, if God permits”.
2 Sam. 12:22   He  [King David]  said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who knows, the LORD may be gracious to me, that the child may live.’
If they would return to God with all their heart and be devoted to Him, then He would be apt to bless them again agriculturally so that they would once again have grain and grapes in order to offer grain offerings and drink offerings.
MINOR PROPHETS:  JOEL #12 (10-5-14)  Brief Review:
Joel 2:6-8   Before them the people are in anguish; all faces turn pale. 7) They run like mighty men, they climb the wall like soldiers; and they each march in line, nor do they deviate from their paths.  
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8) They do not crowd each other, they march everyone in his path; When they burst through the defenses, they do not break ranks.
Joel 2:9  They rush on the city, they run on the wall; they climb into the houses, they enter through the windows like a thief.
Joel compares the horrible Divine discipline God sent upon Israel in the form of a locust attack that ravaged their land leaving them without food of any kind to a future Day of Darkness, Gloom, and Desolation as never before in human history.

Rev.9:1 and following describes the certainty of another Day of Judgment coming soon that will be much, much worse than locusts. God will give the key to the Great Abyss to Satan who will unleash a horrendous demon army given the power to sting like scorpions and to torture the people on the earth, entering into their cities and homes like a thief… who can endure it?
Read:  Luke 8:26-33; “Legion” will join them.
Rev.9:4  describes the smoke coming out from the Abyss following the demons and what God tells them they can do and not do. They can’t touch the 144,000 witnesses, but they can torment people night and day for 5 months without killing them. Men will seek death but not find it. This army will be led by a great demon General, Apollyon, marching in ranks, crawling into windows, and leaping over houses and mountains, John describes them using quotes from Joel: they will have long hair like a woman, crowns on their heads, faces of men, canine teeth like lions, breastplates of iron, and wings like the sound of chariots and many horses rushing.  This all happens after the midpoint of the Tribulation.
God does not want to discipline us or to destroy our nation nor anyone, but He will not sit idly by while people ignore Him and His Word and openly and defiantly disobey Him. While He longs to treat us with grace, what He said in James still stands.
James 4:6   But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO  [makes war against]  THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”

Psalm 138:6   For though the LORD is exalted, yet He regards the lowly, but the haughty He knows from afar.
MINOR PROPHETS:  JOEL #13 (10-12-14)  

Read:  Jer. 15:1-4 
Read the concordance follow-up verses:.
2 Kings 21-1-18, 2 Kings 23:26,-27, 2 Kings 24:3-4, 2 Chron. 33:1-9.
Joel 2:15-16   Blow a trumpet in Zion, consecrate a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly, 16) gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children and the nursing infants. Let the bridegroom come out of his room and the bride out of her bridal chamber.
This time, the trumpet, SHOFAR, was not used to alert the people but to gather or assemble them together. This was a very important assembly; no one was exempt from attending, from the eldest to the youngest (nursing infants), even new bridegrooms normally exempt. Deut. 24:5. 
Joel 2:17   Let the priests, the LORD'S ministers, weep between the porch and the altar, And let them say, "Spare Your people, O LORD, and do not make Your inheritance a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should they among the peoples say, 'Where is their God?'"     See The Tabernacle Power Point in VISUALS.
The priests demonstrated humility and their utter dependence on the Lord. They were appealing to God concerning His reputation. What would the nations think of a God that utterly destroyed the people He said He loved?
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We find this same tactic used in other places in Scripture:

Psalm 42:10   As a shattering of my bones, my adversaries revile me, while they say to me all day long, "Where is your God?"

Psalm 79:9-10   Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name; And deliver us and forgive our sins for Your name's sake.  10) Why should the nations say, "Where is their God?" Let there be known among the nations in our sight, vengeance for the blood of Your servants which has been shed.

Job 22:29   When they cast you down, and you say, ‘Exaltation will come!’Then He will save the humble person.

Isaiah 66:1-2  Thus says the LORD, "Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest?  2) "For My hand made all these things, thus all these things came into being," declares the LORD. "But to this one I will look  [נָבַט, nabat /naw·bat/; consider or regard], to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word. 
Ex. 32:10-13   Golden calf incident, Moses told God that the nations would think that He took them into the wilderness to kill them because He could not fulfill the promises He made to Abraham.

Num. 14:11-20   Kadesh Barnea incident, Moses told God that if He destroyed the people, the nations would think He did it because He was unable to bring them into the land He had promised to them.
Joel 2:18-19   Then the LORD will be zealous for His land and will have pity on His people.  19) The LORD will answer and say to His people, "Behold, I am going to send you grain, new wine and oil, and you will be satisfied in full with them; and I will never again make you a reproach among the nations.

Notice that humility comes before blessing!
MINOR PROPHETS:  JOEL #14  (11-9-14)  
According to this verse people will be satisfied in full with the blessings they will receive and God will never again make them a reproach among the nations. When do you suppose this will this happen?  Dispensation PP
Ezekiel 34:28-29   They will no longer be a prey to the nations, and the beasts of the earth will not devour them; but they will live securely, and no one will make them afraid.  29) "I will establish for them a renowned planting place, and they will not again be victims of famine in the land, and they will not endure the insults of the nations anymore.

Joel 2:20   But I will remove the northern army far from you, and I will drive it into a parched and desolate land, and its vanguard into the eastern sea, and its rear guard into the western sea. And its stench will arise and its foul smell will come up, for it has done great things." [KJV, Because he has done monstrous things]
This is referring to the northern army of the King of the North that will be part of the Armageddon campaign. 
Jeremiah 1:14-15   Then the LORD said to me, "Out of the north the evil will break forth on all the inhabitants of the land.  15) "For, behold, I am calling all the families of the kingdoms of the north," declares the LORD; "and they will come and they will set each one his throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all its walls round about and against all the cities of Judah.
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Daniel 11:40-41   At the end time the king of the South will collide with him, and the king of the North will storm against him with chariots, with horsemen and with many ships; and he will enter countries, overflow them and pass through.  41) "He will also enter the Beautiful Land, and many countries will fall; but these will be rescued out of his hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the sons of Ammon.   [See Armageddon PP]
God will supernaturally destroy this huge army and the stench of the dead will be unbelievable. 

Isaiah 34:3   So their slain will be thrown out, And their corpses will give off their stench, and the mountains will be drenched with their blood.   [Also, see Ezek. 38]
“Russia has been testing NATO defenses in recent weeks, the news website Inquisitr reported. In a period of 24 hours, Russia dispatched 19 combat aircraft to test the defenses of neighboring countries and also test-launched a ballistic missile in the Barents Sea, an arm of the Arctic Ocean.

With relations strained between Russia and NATO over Russia's involvement in Ukraine, retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. David Deptula told the Daily Beast: "It is not farfetched that at some point within the next two years Putin makes a more aggressive move in Eastern Europe and uses a nuclear threat to deter a NATO response."   Newsmax  11-9-14
21) Do not fear, O land, rejoice and be glad, For the LORD has done great things.
The land is personified in this verse, being told not to fear, and in the next verse, the beasts are told not to fear. If the land is not to fear and the beasts are not to fear, then the people surely do not need to fear.

Zephaniah 3:15-16   The LORD has taken away His judgments against you; He has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you will fear disaster no more.  16) In that day it will be said to Jerusalem: "Do not be afraid, O Zion; do not let your hands fall limp.”
Psalm 71:19   For Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens; You who have done great things; O God, who is like You?

Psalm 126:3   The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad.

Joshua 3:5   And Joshua said to the people, "Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you."

Joel 2:22-23   Do not fear [same Heb. word in vs. 21], beasts of the field, For the pastures of the wilderness have turned green, For the tree has borne its fruit, The fig tree and the vine have yielded in full.  23) So rejoice, O sons of Zion, and be glad in the LORD your God; For He has given you the early rain for your vindication. And He has poured down for you the rain, the early and latter rain as before.

The NASV has 58 verses that says, “do not fear” and it says “do not be afraid” 47 times. That is 105 verses commanding us to keep fear out of our lives. The KJV says, “fear not” 70 times. Fear robs us of our joy and contentment. 

MINOR PROPHETS:  JOEL #15  (11-16-14)  

*Read Psa. 77:1-15
Think of the contrast of what the land was like after the locust plague and what is being described in these verses. Whereas the residents of Zion (Jerusalem) were instructed to wail because of the destruction of their fields, Joel 1:11, now, they are told to rejoice because the Lord has restored vitality and blessing to the land.

These verses are a fulfillment of what was promised in Deut. 11:14-15.
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Joel 2:24-26   The threshing floors will be full of grain, and the vats will overflow with the new wine and oil.  25) "Then I will make up to you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the creeping locust, the stripping locust and the gnawing locust, My great army which I sent among you.  26) "You will have plenty to eat and be satisfied and praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; then My people will never be put to shame.

The only proper response to such tremendous blessing is to be glad, rejoice, and praise the name of the LORD.

Psalm 126:3  The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad.

Psalm 31:19  Oh, how great is Your goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You, which You have prepared for those who trust in You In the presence of the sons of men!

Joel 2:27  Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the LORD your God and there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame.

How will they know that the Lord is in their midst?

Leviticus 26:11-12   Moreover, I will make My dwelling among you, and My soul will not reject you.  12) 'I will also walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people.

I am the LORD your God and there is no other is used 13 times in the Bible.

Isaiah 45:5-6   "I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God… 6) That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is no one besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other,

Joel 2:28-29  And it shall come to pass afterward  [after the Tribulation] that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.  29) and also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.

Verse 28 actually starts chapter 3 in the Hebrew Bible.

These verses are quoted in Acts 2:17-18. Read Acts 2:1-21
MINOR PROPHETS:  JOEL #16 (11-30-14)  

And it shall come to pass is an idiomatic phrase that means, “this is a similar kind of thing as that”. So this is a parallel situation to what is mentioned in Joel 2:28-29.

At the 2nd Advent, all unbelievers on earth will die and there will be nothing but believers left. On that special event, all flesh (everyone) will receive the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. 

1.  In Acts 2Peter quotes Joel 2:28-32.

2.  This is not the fulfilment of Joel 2:28-32 but is an illustration to rebuke the accusation of drunkenness.
3.  These believers are actually using the gift of tongues under the power of the Spirit and can no more be charged with drunkenness than the believers in the Joel passage.

4.  Joel 2 passage by interpretation is Millennial; this phenomenon occurred at the beginning of the Church Age. Peter used the passage illustratively, not as declaring its complete fulfilment at Pentecost.

5.  Peter does not say that the Joel passage is fulfilled, he is merely establishing a parallel between the phenomenon described in Joel 2 and what was occurring at that moment. Joel primarily refers to the bringing in of the kingdom, not the Church. But the same power that will operate in that coming day was manifested at Pentecost when Peter preached his memorable sermon.
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6.  The Joel passage could not be fulfilled here because the O.T. prophets knew nothing pertaining to the Church Age, referred to as “the mystery” in Rom. 11:25, 16:25, 1 Cor. 2:7-8, and Eph. 3:1-7. So Joel is not talking about anything in connection with the Church Age.

7.  Only the believers in the Acts 2 passage received the Holy Spirit, but the Joel 2 passage said that God will pour out His Spirit on all mankind. 

8.  The Joel 2 passage says that the Millennial saints will prophesy, dream dreams, and have visions. Those spiritual aids no longer exist in the post canon period of the Church Age.

COLOSSIANS #127 (10-30-14)

God used visions before the Bible was completed to communicate with certain believers. Today visions are spurious, counterfeit, and unreliable. The only reliable standard, the only credible guide is the Word of God. Romans 3:4   Let God be true and every man a liar.

Dreams and Visions and Post Canon Revelations

1)
The Epistles were written to instruct the early churches in all matters of doctrine and practice. Only one of the epistles mention God using visions or dreams to communicate with man. The exception is 2 Cor. 12:1 where Paul tells of his stoning experience.
2)
An illusion to visions is presented in a negative way in Colossians 2:18.

3)
The early church pastors and members were instructed to seek their teaching and guidance from the Scriptures. If dreams and visions were operable then they would have been included,     2 Timothy 2:16.


4)
According to 1 Cor. 13:8-10, when the Word of God was completed, there was no longer any need for God to communicate through these mediums. He chose to speak through the written Word that was finished completely in 95-96 AD.

5)
A Church Age believer has something the Jews never had. He has God the Holy Spirit indwelling him whose ministry is to illuminate God's written Word to him.

6)
Often in the OT, people had to have an interpreter to understand their dreams.

7)
The very nature of dreams and visions makes them somewhat unclear and therefore not the best method of communication. Written instruction is far superior. God has chosen to communicate in a clearer way to the church by means of a written record of revelation. That way, there is no room for error and the student can read it over and over again.
8)
Hebrews 1:1-2   God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2) in these last days has spoken to us in His Son…

9)
When you have an accurate written instruction from God, you do not need God to speak directly to you.  You do not need special signs to know what His will is or for Him to direct you.  

10)   Revelation 22:18   I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book...

11)   Many people today claim to receive messages from God trough dreams, visions, and direct verbal communication.  These supposed revelations from God not only differ in content, but they are inconsistent and contradict each other. Is God the author of confusion? 

1 Corinthians 14:33   For God is not the author of confusion…
12)   The charge of drunkenness is going to be refuted by Peter because he is going to say simply this: What you see before you is not unusual; it is not drunkenness; it is a spiritual phenomenon. These people are no more inebriated than the future Millennial saints will be, and you should know this from the Joel 2:28 passage.
MINOR PROPHETS:  JOEL #17 (12-7-14)  

I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh… was prophesied in other books as well: 
Ezekiel 36:26-27  "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27) "I will put 
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My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

Isaiah 32:15   Until the Spirit is poured out upon us from on high, and the wilderness becomes a fertile field, and the fertile field is considered as a forest.

Joel 2:31   The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.

It is common for unusual things to happen in the sky before God acts.

We have established that the day of the Lord begins with the 2ndSeal judgment of Rev. 6:1. 
Here in Joel 2:31, we find that the sun will be darkened and the moon will be turned to blood before the day of the Lord which starts at the beginning of the Tribulation.

Rev. 6:12 says that the sun will become as black as sackcloth made with hair and that the moon will become as blood when the 6th seal is broken which is during the Tribulation. 

Matt. 24:27-29 says that the sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light at the end of the Tribulation.

Joel 2:32  "And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD will be delivered; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, there will be those who escape, as the LORD has said, even among the survivors whom the LORD calls.

The Hebrew word for “be delivered” is MALAT, (מָלַט), which means to deliver, escape, get away, save, or preserve. The meaning is to be delivered from physical danger. It is not salvific, so it does not refer to receiving eternal life for believing the gospel. Only believers call on the name of the Lord to be delivered. It is something that unbelievers wouldn’t do. 
Acts 2:21   And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.

Romans 10:11-14   For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." 12) For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.  13) For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."  14) How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?

Joel 2:12-13   “Now, therefore," says the LORD, "Turn to Me with all your heart… 

13) …Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and He relents from doing harm.”
These phrases seem to go along with “Calling on the name of the Lord” in the sense that they all require humility. Read these in your own study:
Zech. 14:1-5  
Matt. 3:11  
   Baptism of Fire
Zech. 12:1-9

Isaiah 4:2-3

Obadiah 1:17  But on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; The house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.
Jerusalem shall be miraculously delivered, HOWEVER:
Jer. 51:37   Babylon shall become a heap, a dwelling place for jackals, an astonishment and a hissing, without an inhabitant. 

MINOR PROPHETS:  JOEL #18 (12-28-14)  
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Joel 3:1-3  "For behold, in those days and at that time[at the end of the Tribulation], when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,  2) I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them there on behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; And they have divided up My land.  3) "They have also cast lots for My people, Traded a boy for a harlot And sold a girl for wine that they may drink.

God had to re-gather the Jews back to Israel before He gathers the nations to war against them there. 

Deuteronomy 30:3-5  …then the LORD your God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you.  4) "If your outcasts are at the ends of the earth, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there He will bring you back.  5) "The LORD your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers.
Jeremiah 30:3   'For behold, days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel and Judah.' The LORD says, 'I will also bring them back to the land that I gave to their forefathers and they shall possess it.'"

Jeremiah 23:7-8  Therefore behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when they will no longer say, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt,'  8) but, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up and led back the descendants of the household of Israel from the north land and from all the countries where I had driven them.' Then they will live on their own soil."

Ezekiel 36:22-24  Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went.  23) "I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD," declares the Lord GOD, "when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight.  24) "For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land.

2) I will gather all the nations …

Zechariah 14:2  For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle…

Ezekiel 38:16  …and you will come up against My people Israel like a cloud to cover the land. It shall come about in the last days that I will bring you against My land, so that the nations may know Me when I am sanctified through you before their eyes, O Gog.
Micah 4:12  "But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD, And they do not understand His purpose; For He has gathered them like sheaves to the threshing floor.

Valley of Jehoshaphat:  Jehoshaphat, means ‘Yahweh judges.
Jehoshaphat, Valley of, mentioned in Scripture only in Joel 3:2, 12. This is the name given in modern times to the valley between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives, and the Kidron flows through it. Here Jehoshaphat overthrew the confederated enemies of Israel (Ps. 83:6–8); and in this valley also God was to overthrow the Tyrians, Zidonians, etc. (Joel 3:4, 19), with an utter overthrow. This has been fulfilled; but Joel speaks of the final conflict, when God would destroy all Jerusalem’s enemies, of whom Tyre and Zidon, etc., were types. The “valley of Jehoshaphat” may therefore be simply regarded as a general term for the theatre of God’s final judgments on the enemies of Israel.
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This valley has from ancient times been used by the Jews as a burial-ground. It is all over paved with flat stones as tombstones, bearing on them Hebrew inscriptions.M. G. Easton, Easton’s Bible Dictionary (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1893).

Kidron brook flows through the Valley of Jehoshaphat, on the eastern side of Jerusalem, between the city and the Mount of Olives. This valley is known in Scripture only by the name “the brook Kidron.” David crossed this brook bare-foot and weeping, when fleeing from Absalom (2 Sam. 15:23, 30), and it was frequently crossed by our Lord in his journeyings to and fro (John 18:1). Here Asa burned the obscene idols of his mother (1 Kings 15:13), and here Athaliah was executed (2 Kings 11:16). It afterwards became the receptacle for all manner of impurities (2 Chr. 29:16; 30:14); and in the time of Josiah this valley was the common cemetery of the city (2 Kings 23:6; comp. Jer. 26:23).

Through this mountain ravine no water runs, except after heavy rains in the mountains round about Jerusalem. Its length from its head to en-Rogel is 2 3/4 miles. Its precipitous, rocky banks are filled with ancient tombs, especially the left bank opposite the temple area. The greatest desire of the Jews is to be buried there, from the idea that the Kidron is the “valley of Jehoshaphat” mentioned in Joel 3:2.
M. G. Easton, Easton’s Bible Dictionary (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1893).

Jeremiah 25:31-33  A clamor has come to the end of the earth, Because the LORD has a controversy with the nations. He is entering into judgment with all flesh; As for the wicked, He has given them to the sword,' declares the LORD."  32) Thus says the LORD of hosts, "Behold, evil is going forth From nation to nation, And a great storm is being stirred up From the remotest parts of the earth.  33) "Those slain by the LORD on that day will be from one end of the earth to the other. They will not be lamented, gathered or buried; they will be like dung on the face of the ground.

Isaiah 66:15-16   For behold, the LORD will come in fire And His chariots like the whirlwind, To render His anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire.  16) For the LORD will execute judgment by fire And by His sword on all flesh, And those slain by the LORD will be many.

Zephaniah 3:8  Therefore wait for Me," declares the LORD, "For the day when I rise up as a witness. Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, To assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them My indignation, All My burning anger; For all the earth will be devoured By the fire of My zeal.

And they have divided up My land. Notice that God is going to enter into judgment with those who have divided up His Land, Israel. Shame on any country, including ours, who would pressure Israel to give up her land for peace.

MINOR PROPHETS:  JOEL #19  (1-4-15)  
Many people think that Armageddon will be one great end time battle where God will judge all mankind. Rev. 16:14 calls it the “the war of that great day of God, the Almighty”. 

Rev. 16:14  …for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.

So Armageddon it is not a single isolated battle, but rather a campaign that extends over the last half of the tribulation period. The Greek word for “war” (NASV),“battle” (NKJV),in Rev. 16:14 is POLEMOS which means a campaign or war, while the Greek word “mache” signifies a battle or sometimes a fight.
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“The use of the word “polemos” (campaign) in Rev. 16:14 would signify that the events that culminate in the gathering at Armageddon at the second advent are viewed by God as one connected campaign.”       Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come, p. 340
“It appears from Scripture that this last great battle of the great day of God Almighty will reach far beyond Armageddon, or the Valley of Megiddo. Armageddon appears to be mainly he place where the troops will gather together from  the four corners of the earth, and from Armageddon the battle will spread out over the entire land of Palestine. Joel speaks of the last battle being fought in the Valley of Jehosaphat, which is close by Jerusalem (Joel 3:2&13), and (Isaiah 34:6&63:1) shows Christ coming with blood-stained garments “from Edom”, and Edom is south of Palestine.
Isaiah 63:1   Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments of glowing colors from 
(PP) Bozrah, this One who is majestic in His apparel, Marching in the greatness of His strength?]

So the battle of Armageddon, it seems will stretch from the Valley of Megiddo in the north of Palestine, through the Valley of Jehoshaphat, near Jerusalem, and on down to Edom at the extreme southern part of Palestine. And to this agree the words of the prophet Ezekiel that the armies of this great battle will “cover the land” (Ezek. 38:16). 
The book of Revelation also says that *the blood will flow to the bits of the horse bridles for 1,600 furlongs [180 -200 miles], and it has been pointed out that 1,600 furlongs covers the entire length of Palestine. But Jerusalem will no doubt be the center of interest during the battle of Armageddon, for God’s Word says, “I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle” (Zech. 14:2).  Ibid pp. 341-342
*”It is of course impossible for the blood to reach a height where it would touch horses’ bridles. What this affirms is a tremendous bloodletting in which blood is spattered as high as the bridles of horses. This is a graphic picture of a great slaughter (Isa. 63:1–3). Other Scriptures (e.g., Rev. 16:14; Dan. 11:40–45) make it clear that there will be a world war of tremendous scope underway at the time of the second coming of Christ.
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 965.

Read:Isa. 63:1-6

MINOR PROPHETS:  JOEL #20  (1-11-15)  
3)"They have also cast lots for My people, Traded a boy for a harlot And sold a girl for wine that they may drink.
“The Romans of 70 AD cast lots for the enslaved people.” The Romans took the 97,000 survivors from the siege of Jerusalem and gambled for them “and have given a boy for an harlot.” There was a lot of homosexuality in the ancient world and a lot of the survivors were little boys and they were very much in demand to be trained for homosexual practices; “and they sold a girl for wine”,a glass of wine, literally, “that they might drink it.” In other words, the person who had charge of the slaves just simply had a whole chain gang for these girls who he would sell for a glass of wine. There were plenty of customers to purchase Jewish girls for one drink of wine. This indicates the terrible situation which existed at the beginning of the 5th cycle of discipline.

After the capture of a city, victorious soldiers took boys and girls (older people were killed off) and sold them as slaves. The fact that the price of these slaves only bought a night with a prostitute or a little wine shows how cheaply they were regarded.

Verses 4-8 are parenthetical:
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Joel 3:4-8  Moreover, what are you to Me, O Tyre, Sidon and all the regions of Philistia? Are you rendering Me a recompense [retaliation]? But if you do recompense[retaliate against] Me, swiftly and speedily I will return your recompense [retaliation]on your head.  5) "Since you have taken My silver and My gold, brought My precious treasures to your temples, 6) and sold the sons of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks in order to remove them far from their territory, 7) behold, I am going to arouse them from the place where you have sold them, and return your recompense [retaliation] on your head.  8) "Also I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the sons of Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans, to a distant nation," for the LORD has spoken.

The obvious first question to ask of this text is why it singles out the Phoenicians (Tyre and Sidon) and the Philistines for condemnation. These nations did not constitute the great enemies of the north, nor would they have been a significant contingent in the gathering of nations at the “Valley of Jehoshaphat.”
Duane A. Garrett, Hosea, Joel, vol. 19A, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman& Holman Publishers, 1997), 381.

The prophet pauses before proceeding to describe the final judgment of the world-powers for their hostility to and oppression of his Church, and points out the bitter enmity of neighboring nations to the covenant people in the prophet’s own day, with a prediction of the righteous retribution that awaited them.

7)behold, I am going to arouse them from the place where you have sold them, and return your recompense[retaliation] on your head.
Isaiah 43:5-6  Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and gather you from the west.  6) "I will say to the north, 'Give them up!' And to the south, 'Do not hold them back.' Bring My sons from afar and My daughters from the ends of the earth,

Obadiah 1:15  For the day of the LORD draws near on all the nations. As you have done, it will be done to you. Your dealings will return on your own head.

8) "Also I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the sons of Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans, to a distant nation," for the LORD has spoken.

Isaiah 14:2  The peoples will take them along and bring them to their place, and the house of Israel will possess them as an inheritance in the land of the LORD as male servants and female servants; and they will take their captors captive and will rule over theiroppressors.
Isaiah 60:14  The sons of those who afflicted you will come bowing to you, And all those who despised you will bow themselves at the soles of your feet; and they will call you the city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

The Sabeans were the inhabitants of Sheba.

The prophet resumes the subject broached at the beginning of the chapter, especially in verse 2, about the judgment to be visited on the nations in general.

Joel 3:9-10  Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare a war; rouse the mighty men! Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up! 10) Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say, "I am a mighty man."

No one will be able to say that God had an edge by surprising the nations of the world, He will give them plenty of time and warning to prepare for battle. The last part of verse 9 is really a taunt or a dare. God is essentially challenging them to “Bring it on!”

Isaiah 8:9 "Be broken, O peoples, and be shattered; and give ear, all remote places of the earth. Gird yourselves, yet be shattered; gird yourselves, yet be shattered.
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Ezekiel 38:7-8  Be prepared, and prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are assembled about you, and be a guard for them.  8) "After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come into the land that is restored from the sword, whose inhabitants have been gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel which had been a continual waste; but its people were brought out from the nations, and they are living securely, all of them.
10) Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say, "I am a mighty man."
It would seem to most people that Joel 3:10 has it backwards because they remember the Bible quote saying, “Beat your swords into plowshares and you spears into pruning hooks”. This says just the opposite. 

When Christ begins to rule on earth, you can get rid of your sword, but until then you’d better keep your powder dry and you’d better be prepared to use your weapons.

Isaiah 2:4  And He will judge between the nations, and will render decisions for many peoples; And [after the 2nd Advent] they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they learn war.

Micah 4:3  And He will judge between many peoples and render decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they train for war. 
The last part of this verse is taken out of context by some. They use this verse to describe God’s gracious blessing of strength to those who are weak. Of course, God does do this (Eccl. 7:19, Isa. 40:29-31, 41:10, 2 Tim. 4:17, Eph. 1:19, 3:16, 2 Cor. 12:9). However, it is not used that way in this verse, it is used more as a taunt to the enemies of God who believe that they can prevail against Him.

There is a praise song that we sing called, “Give Thanks” that has the last part of verse 10 in the chorus, “let the weak say I am strong” (KJV) but it is presented as a blessing rather than a taunt.

